The North Pacifis Fur Seal Commission sdjourned its Pourth Ammual
Monting on Pebzuary 4, 196l. The Standing Scientific Committes of the
Connission dagan 1ta meetings on Jummary £1, 1961, while the Commission
bagan its sesstions on Jamiary 0. A high degres of occoperation hes
mmmmwmm,mmmum
four dnlegations from Conade, Jepan, the U.8.8.R. and the U.B.A. Very
-”wmum-hnmmmmum
m'amummmm«mm.

The Yorth Pesific Fur Seal Ceamission was estedlished undar thw
provisies of the 1957 Interin Comvention on Comserwetion of the Nerth
Pacifis Pur Seals aigmd st Vaghington om Pedsvary 9, 1957. Tesh
ooumtzy i3 represenied on the Commission by s Commtissioner and Advisers.
The Comissioners ave ir. Villism Syrules, Special Assistaat to the
Deputy Minister of Pidheries for Camade; Mr. Kanjire Righimuw,
mﬁmmw,wummam
of Jegumy Wr. M A. Ishiov, Minister of the U.8.8.R., Chief
of the Main Administyetion of Fish Besnomy of Gosplan; sad Mr. Arnie J.
Seomels, Comissioner of Fish and Vildlife, United States Departammt
éum. Mr. Bishimva ip Chatrvan of the Commission;

Wr. Ighkov is Viee-Chalwmmn.



The Comuission bes as 1ts majer responsidilisy investigatioa of
\be fur sesl rescurces of the North Pacific Oeesn. The chjeetive of
this iavestigation is to determine the measures vhish will make
poasidle the maximm susteinable yisld from these ressuress, vith &e
7egard for their relation %0 the produetivity of other livinsg marine
rescurees 1n the ares. In acesrdance vith plaas develeped by the
ressarch ot ses, while Usited Stetes scientists earry em ressarch on
the breeding grounis on the Pridilef Islesds in the Basters Bering
Ses, and Soviet selentists &0 statler werk on the Commanter Islends
ia the Western Bering Sea, snd on Mobden Islend in the Okhotek Sea.
The lnvestigations sre eoncentreted on dynamics of the fur ssal pepuls-
tioas, distridution snd migretion st ses, feelding hebits, and harvesting
wethods, |

In he ooures of its deliberation during the wesk, the Commission
revieved the results of the 1960 seiestifis ressarch programs of the
four Nasher Governsmts «- Casads, Jupen, the Ualon of Soviet Seeislist
Begublies, and the United Stetes -~ regarding the fur seals of the
Borth Peoific Oeeen. |
sise of the Acbben and Comander herds and the progress being mede on
the Pribvilof herd managemsnt progrem istroduced in 1957 to develop
Ahe maximn sustainshle yield frem that herd. Other imteresting facts
roported inolude the following: Results of ressarch on Mobben Islsnd



Sggest that hares bulls are not nearly as faithful to their family
duaties as previously had been suspected. Some 835 of the harem tulls
on oo reokary on Robben lIsland remained with their harems for less than
& mooth and even during that period were oceasionally oveerved with the
1dle Wlls on the bashelor grounds. Ineressed mortality of pups hes
been noted in recent years on the Pridilef Islands csused st least in
part by overcrowiing. This is being correeted through carefully cone
trolled reductions in the nusber of ssals. It has slso besn found that
the naturel mortality of young fesmle fur seals of the Pridilof herd is
' ccnsiderably less than that of young males. The 1959 and 1960 research
work alse revealsd that young tagged seals from the Pribilof Islands
oocurred in some pawders on thw Commander Islands, and a fevw even vent
as far sfield as Rodben Island east of Sakhalia. The Commission salso
epproved a ocordineted plen for resesrch during the 1961 seasen.

- Invemtigations st mes will bagin in early Februery on both sides of
the Pacifis. Investigations st the rockeries will begin in the early
mrﬁmmunmmcemuormmmmum
bresding ground,

Uader the provisions of the Imteria Comvention, comsereial harvesting
of seale at ses is prohidited. All harvesting is dome on the breeding
mmm,m«mwmmmwmmwxm,
sud under the eomtrol of the Soviet Governmant on Mobben Isiand and
the Comsander Islands.



The U.5.8.R. Comuissioner, Mr. A. A. Ishkov, was elected Chairman
of the Comeission to serve through the mext Aumial Meebing, ead
Nr. Avnie J. Sucmels, the V. 8. Commissioner, was elested Vies-Chairman.
I¢ was agreed that the mext Anmual Meating of the Comsission
would be held in Ottews begluning Pebruary 7, 1962. The Solestific
Gomutittes will Degin its meetings on Jamaary 29, 196e.



